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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 19900 141835Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-20 
/077 W 

026187 151646Z/43 

R 140536Z JUL 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7619 

UNCLAS BANGKOK 19900 


EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT, TH 

SUB J : DRAFT CONSTITUTION PASSES FIRST READING 

REF: BANGKOK 17996 

THE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY JULY 13 PASSED THE FIRST 
READING OF THE DRAFT CONSTITUTION. ALTHOUGH THE VOTE WAS 
AN OVERWHELMING 276 TO 2 WITH 79 ABSTENTIONS (A SIMPLE 
MAJORITY WAS REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE), IT DOES NOI RPT NOT 
INDICATE THAT THE CONSTITUTION AS PRESENTLY WRITTEN 
COMMANDS MAJORITY SUPPORT WITHIN THE ASSEMBLY. THE VOTE 
MEANS ONLY THAT THE DRAFT CONSTITUTION HAS BEEN ACCEPTED 
FOR CONSIDERATION AND AMENDMENT BY THE ASSEMBLY. PRIOR TO 
THE SECOND READING AMENDMENTS WILL BE PROPOSED AND STUDIED. 
THIS PROCESS PROMISES TO BE LENGTHY AND HEATED AS THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE PRESENT DRAFT PERTAINING TO THE APPOINT- 
MENT OF SENATORS, CABINET MEMBERS AND PRIME MINISTER ARE 
ALREADY THE SUBJECT OF CONSIDERABLE CONTROVERSY AND DEBATE. 
O'DONOHUE 
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